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One of the main characteristics of the city is its heterogeneity and diversity.
In sociological and urban anthropological writings of the 20 th century the city is often described as a dichotomy to rural area. While the city represents complexity, diversity, variety, changes and innovation, the countryside or small town are defined by simplicity, tradition, homogeneity, social continuity and cultural unity. Cities are more ethnically, religiously and socially heterogeneous than the countryside. That leads to greater tolerance and understanding on the one hand or to potential intergroup conflict on the other hand.
On the example of the Slovak city of Banska Bystrica we can study transformations of the city in the light of political, socio-economic and cultural changes in the 20 th century and explore impact of ideologies on pluralism and diversity of the city. The methods of the interview, participant observation, oral history, study of archive documents, regional newspapers and memoir literature have been used in the study. Historic approach has 2 also been applied to understand certain phenomena of social relations and communication of various groups and individuals.
The coat-of-arms of Banska Bystrica Banská Bystrica is a medium-sized city situated in the mountainous region of Central Slovakia on the Hron river. 
The period 1918 -1948 3
The first Czechoslovak Republic was established on 28 October 1918.
Banska Bystrica became an administrative centre of the Central Slovak District. At that time it was a small town with only ten thousand inhabitants.
Although the city was situated in the region with the dominant Slovak population, the ethnic structure of the city inhabitants was heterogeneous and was influenced by historical development of the city in the AustroHungarian Empire. German settlers who had developed mining and craft activities, assimilated in course of time, but a number of German words and 4 phrases have survived in the local dialect. The strong magyarization (hungarization) on the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries also left traces in local communication and identity. Jewish community numbered more than ten per cent of urban population (Bitusikova 1996a) . Although the number of people claiming Slovak nationality grew to 90% after 1918, trilinguism naturally survived until 1948 when the communists took over the power. By religion, the predominant religions were Roman-Catholicism (60%), Protestantism (25%) and Judaism (10%).
The period of the first democratic Czechoslovak Republic could serve as a model for tolerant co-existence of diversified urban population. In Banska Bystrica, all social, cultural and economic activities were concentrated in the city centre on the square, called Masaryk's Square. The square lined with palaces and houses of the former 'Ringbürger' and 'Waldbürger' (wealthy burghers and mine-owners) took pride in high towers, the fountain built in the Art Nouveau decorative style, a lot of greenery and the Baroque Marian column. The square was a multifunctional space visited by the inhabitants of the city and the neighbouring villages as well as by numerous visitors and tourists, attracted to Banská Bystrica by historical monuments, natural beauties, sport opportunities and an old proverb: 'To live in Bystrica, and after the death in heaven is best'. Although the urban population was differentiated by the social strata and by professional, ethnic and religious affiliation that was reflected also in the spatial structure of the city, it was the city centre and the conditions in the new democratic state that had impact on urban life and integration of the heterogeneous urban population. ' (E.B., 1913) .
In the inter-war period the small city had over hundred and fifty restaurants, pubs, wine bars and cafes, and almost two hundred interest associations, clubs and charities for all groups of inhabitants. The trade and commerce also contributed to the diversity of the place -craftsmen and farmers from the whole Slovakia regularly visited the city markets. 
The period 1948 -89
After the political and socio-economic communist take-over in 1948 the face of the city changed dramatically. The heart of the city -the main square was renamed from the Masaryk's Square that symbolized the former democracy, to the Slovak National Uprising Square. Residential houses and palaces on the square were taken from original private owners and given to the state 8 ownership during the nationalization. Almost all historical buildings served as shops and offices, the backs of the houses and yards were settled by the Roma and the inhabitants of lower strata, which completely changed the spatial structure of the city. The colours of everyday diversity disappeared.
This way of planned urban development, forced by communist ideology and leading to breaking the former social networks, was similar in all East and Central European cities.
The main goal of the communists was to suppress any diversity that was a threat to the regime. All kinds of means were used to reach homogeneity and to celebrate the new ideology of 'equality'. New monumental symbols appeared (memorial dedicated to the Soviet Army, statues of Lenin or other Soviet symbols) and replaced older, mainly religious symbols. 4 Open public spaces like the city square, attracting various groups of urban population, became a potential place for spontaneous or organised protest against the communist regime, and therefore were considered dangerous for the new communist power. The socio-integration function of the city centre was intentionally limited and replaced by the traffic function that became highly dominant and had a negative influence on the quality of life and environment on the square. The square became a traffic junction for public transport. The life disappeared from the centre each day after the working hours. The look of the square was grey, dull and sad, and so was the look of the people visiting it. They all had to look for any social and cultural activities in other parts of the city or -more often -in private, at their homes. The only occasions when the square was full of people were politically motivated and organised political rituals -manifestations (May 9 Day, anniversaries of the October Revolution and the Slovak National Uprising). This situation lasted until 1989 when the communist regime in the country collapsed in the 'velvet revolution'.
The period after 1989
In November 1989 the city centre in Banská Bystrica (like squares in other cities of the former Czecho-Slovakia) was filled with thousands of people hoping for the new future. After long years of totalitarian regime the square became a place of free manifestation of democratic ideas. We all were participating in November events holding our symbolic keys to the new era, Paradoxically, the ideological reason served a good thing. Transferring the column from a busy and polluted city square to a quiet place has helped to its protection. 
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